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April 26, 1994 Contact: Greg Donley 

AFRICA’S GREATEST FILM DIRECTOR IS FEATURED IN A WEDNESDAY EVENING 
SERIES AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 
Ousmane Sembene: F ather of African Film 

Wed, 7:30 pm (except as noted). May 11 - June 22. 

Shown in Gartner Auditorium. Admission is $4, $3 CM A members. 

The best-known African film director, and the leading figure in the establishment of an independent 
African cinema, Ousmane Sembene steadfastly avoids over-simple interpretations of post-colonial 
Africa. His complex vision grows out of his own varied experience: largely self-educated, Sembene 
grew up in Senegal, fought in Europe during World War II, was a longshoreman and a union orga- 
nizer in France, then became a respected novelist before deciding to direct movies in the early 1960s 
in order to reach the broadest African audiences. This series is a complete retrospective of his feature 
films to date, from 1965 ’s Black Girl to the Cleveland premiere of 1992’s acclaimed Guelwaar. 

For most of those years. West Africa had no established film industry - every time Sembene 
made a movie, he had to create the whole production process from scratch. Shooting on location, 
usually in Senegal’s arid sub-Saharan plains, often using found settings and found actors, Sembene 
has managed to create one engaging, unpretentious movie after another. And though these films have 
earned him international acclaim, they were made for his home audience - most are in Wolof, the 
predominant dialect of his region of Senegal (they are presented here with English subtitles). 

Directly or obliquely, all of Sembene’s films are fiercely political. No one gets off the hook: 
the targets of his wrath include European colonialism, home-grown African corruption, the half- 
baked westernization of traditional African social strucmres, the exploitation of local tradition for 
personal gain by Africa’s elite classes, every form of organized religion, and any kind of oppression. 
Some of his films, like Black Girl, are straight semi-documentary social criticism. Others, such as 
Mandabi, Xala, and Guelwaar, humorously explore similar themes - behind every big laugh waits a 
sharp blade. Emitai, Ceddo, and Camp de Thiaroye use real events as a starting point for examinafion 
of the recent evolution of African society. Film Cr?mme«r’s Michael Atkinson offers this assessment: 
“Quite possibly the only filmmaker left in the world who cannot be bought and sold, Sembene 
represents the dying heritage of political films still possessed of a virginal faith in social change, a 
faith not in film for profit’s sake or even film’s sake, but for man’s sake.” 
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Ousmane Sembene: Father of African Film 

Wed, 7 :30 pm (except as noted) 

May 11 - June 22. 

A complete retrospective of works by the dean of African film directors. All made in color (unless 
noted) in Senegal by Ousmane Sembene and presented with English subtitles. $4, $3 CMA members. 

Wed/May 11, 7:30 pm Guelwaar, 1992, 115 min. Uproar ensues when a prominent Christian is mistak- 
enly buried in a Muslim cemetery. Cleveland premiere. Also shows at 9:30 pm 5/12 & at 7:30 pm 5/14 
at the Cleveland Cinematheque, 421-7450. 

Wed/May 18, 7:30 pm Black Girl, 1966, b&w, 60 min. Tragic tale of a young Senegalese woman 
working as a maid in France. Preceded by Borom Sarret (1963, 20 min.) and followed by Tauw (1970, 
27 min.). 

Wed/May 25, 7:30 pm MandabL, 1968, 90 min. Pointed comedy about a man battling impenetrable 
bureaucracy while trying to cash a money order. 

Wed/June 1, 7:30 pm Emitai, 1971, 101 min. Chronicles the clash between French colonialists and the 
Diolas, a mystical African tribe, at the close of WWII. 

Wed/June 8, 7:30 pm Xala, 1974, 123 min. Impotence strikes a half-westernized black businessman in 
this funny, savage satire of modem African leadership. 

Wed/June 15, 7:30 pm Ceddo, 1977, 120 min. In a Senegalese village, Christians, Moslems and 
African traditionalists vie for power, provoking the kidnapping of a princess. 

Wed/June 22, 7 pm The Camp at Thiaroye, 1987, 152 min. Thiemo Faty Sow co-directs a drama about 
the bmtal repatriation of WWII Senegalese troops. 



